THE REMINISCENCES OF CARL SCHURZ
Spain, England, France, and the United States amounted to
more than eighty millions. President Buchanan had thought
of resorting to drastic means to obtain satisfaction, but the
Civil War had intervened. The other aggrieved powers now
thought their time had come for taking vigorous action.

While the Spanish Court and the diplomatic corps were at
San Ildefonso, in September, 1861, the Madrid newspapers
suddenly informed the public that France and England were
about to send a naval expedition to Mexico, and indicated that
an understanding concerning this matter had been arrived at
between those two governments and Spain. Without delay I
called upon Don Calderon Collantes to tell him that the United
States, being the next-door neighbor to the Republic of Mexico,
had great concern in her welfare, and that I had no doubt" Her
Majesty's government, would, with its usual frankness, com-
municate its intentions to a power as interested and at the
same time as friendly as the United States." Don Calderon
professed not to know what England and France intended to
do. But Mexico had certainly behaved outrageously, and given
Her Catholic Majesty's government and many Spanish sub-
jects great cause for complaint. Spain was, therefore, amply
justified in resorting to warlike measures to enforce proper re-
dress of her grievances. Would Spain, in doing so, interfere
with the internal affairs of Mexico? Oh, no; it had always been
a. ruling principle of Her Majesty's government not to inter-
fere with the internal affairs of any State or nation. It was,
however, a most desirable thing that the institutions of Mexico
should be placed upon a solid and permanent basis, and that a
government be established which might be relied upon to fulfill
its treaty obligations and to do justice to foreign powers. As to
France and England, he was inclined to think that they
would act promptly and vigorously; and in that case Spain,
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